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Borrow things from 
friends, keep it for 
several months, then 
return it. Repeat 
with other friends.

Shop at the Salvation 
Army, you get used to  
the Grandma smell.

Check out the sale 
racks, the stuff is  
just as good.

Buy things out of season, they’re cheaper because they’re no longer in high demand.

Hand-me-downs  
(from siblings, to room-
mates, to strangers) are 
key—it’s new because 
it’s new to you.

Get discounted fabric and yarn and make your own.

Grocery shop on Saturdays,  
it’s generally free sample 
day. Don’t be picky.

Take advantage of the free food 
at the blood donation centers. 
Donating blood recommended.

Fill up on 
food when 
you visit 
friends, with 
or without 
asking their  
permission.

Binge at all-you-can-eat buffets. Fill pockets when exiting if possible.

If you eat out, share a larger meal 
with someone else. It’ll split the cost.

Try to live close to where you 
often go—will save time and 
money from commuting less.

To save on gas, 
make a list and 
do errands all  
on one trip.

While driving 
down a long, 
steep hill  
put your car  
in neutral.

Use public transportation when 
walking isn’t an option. It’s 
cheaper than owning a car and 
think of all the people you can 
meet and things you can get 
done while enjoying the fact 
that someone else is doing  
the driving.

Get a bike!

Walk when possible.

Don’t get a 
driver’s  
license and 
bum rides 
off all your 
friends (or 
get your 
license and 
still bum 
rides, more 
success-
ful and pity 
worthy if you 
don’t have 
a license 
though).

When eating out, try going to self-serve places 
to avoid paying tip.

Go dumpster diving 
after a college move 
out day.

Take cutlery and dishware from restaurants, piece by 
piece to avoid being noticed. This works best if you eat 
at the same restaurants so you can build matching sets.

!We are all lead to believe that we can some-
day make millions. But instead we find ourselves 
penny-pinching and overwhelmed in debt.

how to

SAVE MONEY

Only get water at restaurants. Then drink your friend’s drink, less if they don’t get free refills.

Cook lots and freeze 
leftovers. This will 
prevent you from 
getting sick of it be-
fore it’s all gone.

Either cut your coffee habit or make your own.

Don’t go to the grocery store hungry.

conventional (and less  
conventional) 

to save money
ways
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Overall, increase your resourcefulness times 10. This includes 
fixing your muffler with a soda can and Duct tape. 

Buy in bulk, you’ll end up using it as some point.

Become minimal in your lifestyle.
Take advantage of 
buy one get one free 
deals, even if you 
don’t think you need 
it you will. Just make 
a space in your place 
for storage. Paper 
towels, soap, canned 
goods, dried goods, 
shampoo, etc won’t 
go bad.

Get your condoms from 
Health Services or other 
places that provide them 
for free.

Try to get dental 
and health work 
done while still on 
school insurance. 
Suck it up later.

Volunteer to try try 
new drugs and medi-
cations. Get money 
and healthy!

Pretend you are 
someone else 
and use their 
insurance. Best 
done if you’re 
new to town.

Move to where healthcare is 
provided by the government.

Have no social life, that’s the easiest solution.

Go to matinee 
showings then 
hang out in the 
theatre for a 
nice double fea-
ture. Best done 
when there’s 
bad weather, it’s 
less depressing.

Look for free showings  
and free events (get there 
by previously mentioned  
transportation suggestions).

When going to an event, pack your 
own food and goodies. They over-
price at those things anyway.

Rent movies as a 
group—you don’t want 
to be watching a movie 
by yourself anyway.

Find out about new music from friends, saves you having to 
buy CDs that you might not like.

Apply for scholarships and 
grants. Give yourself a rea-
son if you have to, the extra 
money is definitely worth it. 

Join a team or organiza-
tion that provides free 
stuff (a sports team, 
clothing company, etc) 
and preferably a group 
that has gear you like.

Make sure to always have 
a roll of Duct tape because 
chances are this can fix any-
thing. Then you don’t have  
to buy a new one!

Take decrepit road signs, event posters, 
and other such decorations to avoid having 
to buy them in the store. “Found” objects 
have much more character anyway.

Don’t be 
ashamed to 
borrow office 
supplies from 
work. They 
most likely 
don’t pay 
you enough 
anyway.

Be a test dummy. This goes for 
haircuts, massages, medication, 
etc. It being for “educational” 
purposes means it’s free for you.

Travel to 
places  
where  
haggling  
is accepted  
and even  
encouraged.

Hit up other people’s 
parties so you can 
get free drinks and 
free food.

Grow up in a 
state with a state 
school worth  
going to, in-state 
tuition is a plus.

Realize that going to a private school only 
sounds better (or at least, keep telling 
yourself this so you feel better about  
going to a state school and in the end  
not having that extra 50,000 in loans).

Major in art or 
another eek-let-
me-try-to-help-you-
not-starve worthy 
major (all of them 
save premed  
and law, basically.  
Philosophy is  
another good 
pick.). This will  
help in getting  
free donations  
and sofa offerings.

If something looks 
abandoned it most 
likely is, so take it.

When ordering take-out, keep the plastic 
containers to avoid having to buy Tupperware. 
Saves the environment too!

Go to unsupervised lost-and-founds and take what has been left 
and unloved for no less than a month. If it’s been left for that long 
chances are they’re not coming back, so it’s free game. 

Don’t live at home but 
live with an extended 
family member to avoid 
paying rent, heating, 
electricity, cable, in-
ternet, and food (hey, 
they can’t make you 
starve, right?).


